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faith, became what is called ' possessed.' His voice grew gra-
dually faint, and he fell to the ground in an epileptic fit, the
result of a high state of religious excitement. No one seemed
surprised, for such occurrences are not uncommon at Zikrs.
All the performers now appeared much excited, repeating their
ejaculations with greater rapidity, violently turning their heads,
and sinking at the same time the whole body: some jumped.
Towards the close, a private soldier, who had joined them
throughout the performance, seemed also several times pos-
sessed. The contrast presented by the vehement and dis-
tressing exertions of the performers at the close, and the calm
gravity and solemnity of manner at the commencement was
particularly striking.*

ALMS,

the second fundamental duty, is called ?\>j3\ Zakat, from a verb
which has the double meaning of increasing a man's property by
bringing down on it a blessing, and of purifying the remainder,
or the soul of the possessor. They are payable, 1. on cattle, that
is, on camels, kine, and sheep, but not on animals used in till-
age; 2. on money; 3. on corn; 4. on fruits, that is, dates and
raisins; and, 5. on whatever is sold; but the amount is not
above two and a half per cent, and the property must have
been in possession almost a yean They were paid originally
into the public treasury; but in process of time, when a more
convenient mode was introduced of collecting a regular revenue
from taxation, the performance of the duty was left to the con-
science of the owner. Islam also requires voluntary alms,
which bear, as among the Jews, the name of righteousness,
O&Xo "mdekat" an use of the word which occurs in the Bible.
Charity is frequently recommended in the Koran, and is there
said to give efficacy to prayer, and this agreeable duty is
one that the Moslems are faithful in fulfilling.

* Lane, vol. II. chap. xi. xx.